BRITISH   POLICY
partially due to fear of the effect of an Arab revolt on Indian
Muslims still loyal to the religious authority of the Ottoman
Khalifa. It seems more probable that it was due to the inherent
disbelief of Anglo-Indian officials in native ability, to the desire to
avoid using allies who might complicate the eventual settlement
of the political status of Mesopotamia and to the antagonism to
an Arab policy which did not originate in India.
For generations past the Government of India had assumed
sole charge of Great Britain's relations with the Arabs. On
March 3ist, however, the High Commissioner for Egypt
assumed charge of all Arab affairs, save those of the south and
east coasts of Arabia.1 In this action, in Foreign Office support
of the Sharif of Mecca rather than Ibn Sa'ud, the protege of the
Government of India, and in the incitement of Arabs against
their spiritual and temporal overlords — a dangerous precedent,
according to Indian authorities — lay the fundamental differ-
ences of opinion which gave rise to the two so-called 'schools' of
thought on Arab politics. The Anglo-Indian or Eastern Arabia
or Sa'udi school viewed Arab politics from the standpoint of the
immediate needs of India. It regarded the Wahhabi Amir of the
Najd as the proper Arab leader, and it aimed at the penetration
of Arabia from the Persian Gulf and Aden, at the indirect con-
trol of Arabs in their own spheres and at the absorption, by the
Government of India, of Turkish Arabia, that it might, as a
western Burma, protect and extend Imperial interests.
The Anglo-Egyptian or Western Arabia or Hashimi school,
no less concerned for the welfare of India, adopted the line of
action which, if successful, would place friendly Arabs in Damas-
cus, barring a possible French expansion towards India, and in
Western Arabia and in Turkish Arabia, facilitating the pro-
tection of both the Suez Canal and the land routes to India.
Having selected the Sharif of Mecca and his family as the fittest
tools available, it aimed at Arab independence in strictly Arab
lands and at only sufficient influence over the other Arab-
i O.H., E. and Pal., Vol. i, p. 216.
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